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Course Description:

This course focuses on learning to write the longer (15-page) research paper.  WR-121, WR-122, and WR-123 or WR-227 meet the writing sequence requirement for the AAOT degree.

Course Objectives:

This an advanced writing course designed to further students’ control of correctness and style, introduce them to a variety of research techniques, and develop the organizational skills necessary to complete the kind of longer research paper required at the university level.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

• Define an original and workable writing topic, and generate questions for research; 
• Thoroughly research a topic using a variety of tools and sources, both electronic and paper-based, both popular and scholarly (syllabi should require a minimum number or percentage of academic sources); 
• Critically evaluate both paper and electronic sources; 
• Take effective notes, whether on cards or computer, and organize them;
• Compose, revise, and edit a long paper (15-page minimum) that smoothly integrates source material into their own thought and language, as well as demonstrates some original thinking; 
• Follow MLA format;
• Incorporate sources effectively and accurately;
• Write clearly, with no basic grammatical or mechanical errors. 

Grading:

Letter Grade (A-F)
Length of Course:
33 lecture hours
Prerequisites: Pass WR-121 and WR-122.  
Required Text:
Ballenger. The Curious Researcher 5th ed. Pearson/Longman. 



ISBN: 0-321-36649-2.  
Major Topic Outline:  

50%  -
Library research methods, process, and techniques (including topic selection, critical reading, note taking, avoidance of plagiarism, and incorporation of original thought)

   
35%  -
Composing and revising an acceptable research proposal and paper in correct MLA or APA format and documentation

15%  -
Editing a research paper for grammar, mechanics, and sentence structure

